
Y7 Term 1 - Ancient Stories (Core Text:Odyssey)

Term 2 - Renaissance World - Relationships  and power (A Midsummer 

Night's Dream)

Term 3- Characters past and present - Voices in Poetry and Character led 

creative writing
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Students will explore creation stories from a range of cultures 

before focusing on Ancient greek Mythology. Students will study 

Homer's Odyssey, exploring The Hero's Journey, ideas about 

conflict, bravery, heroism and pride. Students will develop their 

ability to select precise information from a text to support and 

enhance their pinions. Students will also explore the text from a 

range of perspectives - considering alternative viewpoints and 

reading and discussing linked poetry, short fiction and non-fiction 

texts.

Students will explore the world of Shakespeare and the Renaissance period, 

building their understanding of how texts relate to one another and how 

texts are developed through time. The influence of mythology in 

Shakespeares' writing will be discussed, through the study of the characters 

Theseus and Hippolyta and the use of ancient stories such as Pyramus and 

Thisbe in the play. Paired fiction,poetry and non-fiction texts will be used to 

support students' investigations into issues raised by the play about contorl, 

relationships and power as well as encouraging them to explore the rich 

European history of fairy tales and their influence on other texts.

This term is split into two halves. The first will be a study of collected 

poetry which links to the learning of terms 1 and 2, and focuses on 

character voice (for example, Atwood's Siren Song / Achilles in the 

Trenches.) Students will reflect on how ancient stories are echoed 

throughout the years and can reinterpreted in a variety of contexts right up 

to the modern day. The second half of the term will be a creative writing 

focus, where students will use the inspiration from the texts they have 

studied throughout the year to write a range of character-led texts, from 

poems to drabbles to short stories. Students will explore various story 

models and frames and experiment with how these can be adapted.                                                                                                                                                      

Y8 Term 1 - RELATIONSHIPS and conflict- Romeo and Juliet Term 2 -  Outsiders: Romantic poetry and Frankenstein Term 3 - World building - The Gothic and Dystopia
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This unit will allow students to build on their knowledge of 

Shakespeare's work, focusing on both his poetry and the play 

Romeo and Juliet. Students will explore the conflicts of the time 

and how this is reflected in his writing. A range of poems (from 

English sonnets to Landays from Afghaistan, to ancient Japanese 

poems) and non-fiction extracts will be studied alongside the play 

to support students to develop their understanding of theme and 

their ability to analyse how language is used to create effects. 

This term will start with a 'bridge' unit where students examine how 

attitudes changed from the Renaissance period, through the Enlightenment 

and into the Romantic period. The aim is to be able to analyse texts in 

context, and to understand how literary movements are often a reaction to 

what went before. Students will be introduced to poems by Byron, 

Wordsworth and Shelley and will analyse modern poems in the Romantic 

style. This will lead on to the study of Frankenstein by Mary Shelley. 

Students will be encouraged to examine the text from a range of 

perspectives - considering 'big ideas'  such as what makes a monster and 

the treatment of outsiders.

This term is split into two halves. The first will be a study of short gothic 

fiction (Monkey's Paw/ Tell Tale Heart), building on the study of 

Frankenstein in the previous term. In the second half of term, students will 

read a range of sci/Fi and dystopian fiction by writers such as Ray Bradbury 

and Octavia Butler before working on creative writing with a focus on 

'world building'.

Term 1-  POWER and Relationships (Animal Farm / We 

should all be Feminists) Term 2 - IDENTITY (Lord of the Flies and Identity Poetry) Term 3 -What makes a hero? (Sherlock Holmes/ Speeches)
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This term is split into two halves. The first will be a study of 

Animal Farm. Students will explore the political message of the 

novella and begin to develop their ability to take a 

what/how/why approach to the analysis of whole texts. The 

exploration of the use of rhetoric and discussion and debate 

around the issues presented in the novella ill lead students on to 

the second half of the term and a close examination of non-

fiction texts. The core text for this will be Chimamanda Ngozi 

Adiche's We should all be Feminists and students will read and 

analyse a range of texts, exploring how writers use language to 

convey their ideas and opinions, whilst developing their own 

authorial voice.

Term 2 begins with the study of Lord of The Flies. Students will continue to 

develop their what/how/why analysis and explore the themes of identity, 

relationships and conflict in the novel. Analysing the text from a range of 

perspectives and considering multiple interpretations of the characters, 

themes and whole text will be a focus of this term. This will be followed by a 

poetry unit based on poems collated by Amnesty International, subtitled 

'Words That Burn'. Students will read and discuss a range of poems from 

poets past and present, all of which link to the themes of identity and 

expressing yourself. Students will write their own poetry during this term.

Term 3 is split into two halves. The first will focus on the study of a Sherlock 

Holmes short story: The Speckled Band. We will examine ideas about 

heroism and heroes vs villains as well as exploring Victorian context 

(e.g.gender/empire) Students will focus upon the way a writer uses 

language and structue to develop character and theme. The second half of 

term will be focused upon non-fiction writing. Students will study a range 

of speeches, from Shakespeare to Sojourner Truth to contemporary 

speakers (updated to reflect current events) and will write their own 

speeches and articles based on contemporary issues.


